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David Liftou/Kerry ^homloy , Karo!, d Woisborg 

re some materials in Sylvia Meagher ' s "Documents and ^eople" folder (40 ) 

In th course of the hasty sldLmniing to determine whether that file should be copied in 
response 'i'o ^oger ^oinman's request I spotted my name in the attached'- m e i 4 als l and without 
reading; them liad copies made* ,J *'liat wqs yesterday, heading thorn today I an/ remind^. by the 
first I've road, the Lifton letter to Arnold Lovine, In Tampa, FL, of 5/21/6Q (i presume 
Kerry ^hornley* s lawyer), I am reminded again of Lifton* s utter ir^espondible , his pro- 
fessional incompetence, Ills determination to j^alce all the trouble possible for others, 
and Iris unending jumping to unwarranted conclusions that come only from his eaalted self- 
concept and ignorance. Which he lias no interest in correcting* 

The background for this , and I would prefer no distribution for a while because it 
can reflect unfairly on Thorn&ey, Lifton* s chum of that and earlier, is that the 
purpose was the exact opposite of the one that from his self ^conceived omn^cience Lifton 
• There should be much more tlian X 11011 recall that is relevant on file* 

When Garrison's chief inve stigator, iouis -^von, learned I was ab^ut to go and inter- 
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viev; the late Dou&lad ones, then of the ones Printing Co., whoch printed the leaflets 



Oswald distribute?, fiXyon asked two tilings of me. One that I take the man who Garrison had v 
liired as a non-city employee, "Bill Boxley,'* with me^and tliat I make a clandestine tape of 
the interview* \i return he sriicjio * s send us with a driver, a detective, in an unmarked 
car. I'd never made a elands tine tape of any interview end was not equipped to do that* 

J-vo n gave me a Samsonite attache case with one of the ready casssette tape recorders in it, 
a Norelco* It was a primitive and an inadequate rig. There was no way of turning it an or 
off other than by (/opening the attache case, which would have disclosed it. Having no real 
choice, when the car stopped ntfaryf ^ ones 1 place of business I turned the macliine on. -^rom 
then until the end of tliat side of th tafce I had only 50 minutes* Boxley did and said 
nothing and I had also to carr# my own and very heavy attache ease. I feared it would look 
suspicious, having two attache cases one of which I did not open. 

But lJ onos was able to stop wliat lie was going and we were not interrupted. My sole pur- 
pose in spooking to him, as the Warren Commission did not, was to ask him about that print 
job and the man who left the order and/or picked it up. 

I liad a real fistful of pictures^ probably attfJut 100 ob then from all around the 
country, including a number of police mug shots one of which was of Oswald. I told Jones 
that if he believed that after the passing of all that time he felt he could not make a 
positive identification would he please indicate any picture or pictures tliat most closely 
resembled the^man who either placed the order of pick 07 / the finished job up. 

His small print shop was a short d^fcance down the street from the ^eily Coffee Co., where 
Osw ld worked briefly the late spring and early summer of 1 963. The building was ^ince 
destroyed for a reconstruction of the area, including a new federal building* Jones later 



"• drowned in Ilurricano ©amille, when ho uas down on the Gulf coast* 

Jones selected as ‘'" now local! four different picture of Kerry U. ^homleyj/i. who had 
served Briefly in the same Karines unit in which Os./ Id was# as 1 now Recall at Santa Ana, 
CA, near Son Diogo^ while Oswald was being di seller cod over his phony claim to his mother* s 
need for liim to support her. (instead he left on the trip that ended in the USSR.) 

In one of those pictures I'hornL -y had a hoard hut Janos nonetheless selected that 
picture , too. ife rejected the New Orleans police mug shots of Oswald. 

I question him about his selection and he persisted in the belief that those differ© 
ant picture of '^hornley most closely resembled the man who picked the leaflets up. 

When we got back to the office Boxley disputed that Jones had selected only ^’hornley 
of all those pictures as the man who most closely reeembled the man wh & picked^ that 
job up. Jhon ho persisted in the lie I got the tape and gave it to ,Iv:j?n. 8e played it and 
Boxley apologised. Ivon asked to keep the tape and then it suffered a mysterious disappear- 



ance . 



j*n one of those pictures, without aboard and I think the clearest of them, Thornley*s 
part was on the side of the liead^ opposite the picture of Oswald. One possibility is that 
the negative was printed baclzwaru. In any event, with the hairline and part possibly im- 
portant, the importance including exculpating ^limrnley^ I wanted to compare the two 
pic tinges with that of Tprnley reversed to have the part on the same side of th ho^j/d Oswald 
did in the picture being compared. 



I shpuld, I think, note that I regard x hornley as a bad person. Before going farthur 
with this Lj.fton stupdity and incompetence I state that wliat Jones told me indicated I 
should make some investigation of ^hornley. -n the course of it I olbrained original^ of 
soee very 



/\/asty self -disclosures in letters he had written. Jn one, for^cample, he boasted 
of almost wishing both eyes out of the head of a wan who had protsested/Thornley * s abuse 
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of a young woman, ^e was not bright as well as not nice, with crazy political and other 



beliefs • 

Particularly after that experience with ^oxley and the mysterious disappearance of 

I*— \ 

t liat tape from the chief investigator* s ^^.ce, I was uneasy about getting Garrison* s 
photographer to do the job. Because ^ knew^ewcomtl decided to write him. I tsked Ivon if V? 

ho had a ffbe typewriter because ny handwriting i3 illegible. lie did not but he told me to 
dictate what I wanted to ask i 'ewcom/> to a pool secretary, Lorraine N G Boeuf. ^von know what 



I vias going to ask Hewcomin 

Iileft and the next tiling knew Lorraine gave me a copy of what she had mailed to 
Newconi. She Iiad written that on th DA's letterhead, ' 

As I now recall I did not tell ITewcomMdie reason I wanted the hairlines reversed but 
I think I did toll him it was for purposes of comparison with the Csv/ald picture. 

‘.Olio next tiling ^ lmet^Lift on had launched a false and defamatory compaign in the 
Los Angeles undeground press. iJ obody else cared about it and it was silly and false as lie 



tpld tho story. 



Tills letter to Thornley's lawyer is one in which Lifton undertakes this to tell the 
^lawyer wliat he should do and in which he £e cks to make liimself important, without the 
/highest knowledge of wliat wa5; intended and yet malce s serious Jalse clrar^es^yr it in 
public . 

I note 'f'ha.t in Lifton* s 5/9/60 he keeps refering to my wanting Newcomb to "alter" 
the pictures for sinister purpose. What I did want to /fnow is did Thornley look like 
Oswald or could he bo made to look like him. I have no recollection of any curlier "letters 
about this on my own letterhead and it is $bt important enought^ take the time tj/see. 

Late ^ that year Garrison enveloped an interest in my ^ones interview of uiiich the tape 
disappeared from the cbimi investigator 1 s office, one of the reasons for my apprhension 
especially with B 0 xloy, in Idiom I had no confidence at all, involved^^then Tfones had been 
closed up by the rsdelopmont talcing his property. But Ms former secretary ^assistant, Iiyra 
Silver, asked lam to her homo in Motarie, almost part of New u rleans hut in th next 
parish, Jefferosn, and Andrew (lioo)Sciambra, the most junior of the assistant district 
attorneys and the one with whom Garrison spent most time ,\ ent along, (to drove us in his car. 

Using my own tape recorded and tills time keeping the- tape 1 interviewed both together 
and separately, and each wont overdue same pictures, tteFindependnely. 

Ootl ij/jelected the same picturs of ^'liornley as the one most closely resembling the man 
who picked those le- flets up and both were firm in insisting that it had not been 0 S T 7a i c i # 
L/n;-; before the/y they were quite; familiar with Oswald* s picture, as the whole world was . 

ik was and remains incredible to me that Garrison did nothing to try to investigate 

/7w,w / J 

that any more ^especially because he had charged liornley with per j ury. They were not 
really competent tin that kind of investigation, although 1 have no reason to dohbt that 
the professional police investigators assigned to garrison's office were not competent din 
normal police matters • 

So the matter remains unresolved and it may he that the ctfazy, uninformed and wrong- 
headed Lifton intrusion may be what tipped the scale and suggested to Garrison that he could 

expect more public complaint if lio did investigate ^liornley with this Lifton fabricated 
<!' 

propaganda that liornley was being framed and that I had ojisropresenteu msyself as on 
Garrison* s staff. 

From what *** know of Thornley^ getting involved wd.th Oswald in something that could 
create a stir might be attractive to Mm. On the pother hand, he testified tliat once he red- 
baited Oswald at Santa Ana, Oswald had /No thing nore to do with him. 






